Adolescent Health Research Group (AHRG) guidelines for using ethnicity data 

On the 9th June 2009, Elizabeth Robinson, Shanthi Ameratunga, Sue Crengle and Terryann Clark  met as a sub-group of the Adolescent Health Research Group to discuss principles of ethnic specific analysis utilising the youth health data (Youth2000 & Youth’07). 
This document is based on current best practice for ethnic specific analysis within the Adolescent Health Research Group. 

1. All ethnic specific analyses must be conducted under the guidance and support of the ethnic specific co-investigators within the AHRG. The AHRG co-investigators will give recommendations for amendment where necessary and have the ability to recommend that the research does not proceed should there be any serious concerns about the analysis and its interpretation.

2. Analyses that present/and or compare ethnic specific data for the 5 major level-one ethnic groups (Māori, Pakeha/NZ European, Pacific Island, Asian, Other) will use the Statistics New Zealand Prioritisation Methods (Statistics New Zealand, 2005). 
3. When reporting exclusively on an ethnic specific area (e.g. Asian or Pacific students), total ethnic reporting is appropriate.
4. Ethnic comparisons will typically be between the ethnic group of interest and Pakeha/ NZ European (the NZ European group defined by the prioritisation method).

5. All ethnic specific analyses should consider socio-economic factors in the analyses. 

For further reading and information: 

http://www2.stats.govt.nz/domino/external/web/carsweb.nsf/55d63ae38ba3a25e4c2567e6007f6686/35d9b7e17a1d6151cc25701100031353?OpenDocument 

http://www.stats.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/F9967810-E15B-4D28-A8E3-DBAD6B80954C/0/UnderstandingWorkingEthnicityData.pdf 
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